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Utilization of databases is now taking on an increasingly international dimension. In response
to the situation, the European Union (EU) introduced new legislation i.e. EU Directives in this field in 1996. In

US, anew hill to prohibit the misappropriation of certain databases has been taken into deliberation to be enacted.

Databases in Japan are at present not sufficiently protected by existing legislation such as copyright

Considering the situation, this study has been carried out aiming at making issues clear in relation to the legal
protection of intellectual property of databases in Japan. For the study, the work mainly consists of analyses of

legal issues and problems under the existing legislation in Japan, those after the introduction of EU Directives and

those on a progress of deliberation of the new bill in US. In consequence of the study, the legal issues and

problems arisen under the existing legislation in Japan have been made clear and reported as a conclusion of the

study.
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